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T was an Objection” 
Tce at its firſt Appearance, that it was 
ernmenx, to ſet M 
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a ſtrong Oppoſition againſt 
of the Goſpel from the Princes' arid Rulers' 
Earth, the Apoſtles take all Opportunities of preſ- 

ſing: upon their Converts the Duties of Honour 


and Submiſked to the e e vers, all along 


by REO 
e 


i ity was ſo far | 


7 from being a an - Eneny to the Civil Government, 


: ' Order of Society, that” I 


: | — 3 it was receiv'd, it not only promoted thoſe 
ö Virtues, which had a natural Tendency to make 
: | 3 111 „ os | Men 


ASrnmon . before ye 


Men good Subjects, but t directly oblig'd . un- 
der the higheſt Penalties, from Principles of Re- 
ligion and Conſcience, to pay Obedience to the 
Powers that were ſet over them: Hence it is that 
we meet with Exhortations to this Purpoſe in almoſt 
every Page of their Writings; and, as if theſe 
were not ſufficient to ſecure to them that are in 
Authority the Duties of Homage and Subjection, 
and to the People the Bleſſings of Government, it 
is made a Part of Religion, in our Addreſſes to God 
to recommend Kings to his Favour and Protection, 
that we, from a Senſe of the Happineſs we enjoy 
under their Government, may return our Tribute 
of Praiſe and 8 to Yoo, the 1 
and Giver of Fer e 1c aw 1.08 


"Wis are allocations, 1 hope, ae Mie N 
agrecably to the Apoſtle” $ Exhortation, to expreſs 
| hearty Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
be Ae dee of his Majeſty to the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms, and to pray for every Bleſſing, : 
which may make his Government happy to kim 
ſelf, and to his People. Theſe are the Duties of this 
our ſolemn Attendance in the Houſe of God, and 
it will not I preſume be t thought an improper Em- 
ployment of your Thoughts, or unſuitable to the 
Preacher's Puty upon this Occaſion, if I more 
particularly enforce the Exhortation in the Text, by 
offering to your Conſideration the general Reaſons 2 
. upon. which it is founded; and then endeavour to 


EY = 


is indeed. ſomething i in Power, which at'a Diſtance 


around us ſubſervient to our Command and Plea- 


and Fears this envied Station brings along wit it; 


and Affections of the People ; 


"Houſe of Commons, June 17, 7742. 


3 the proper Application to ourſelves a to 
this Day' 5 „ M 

Whether we conſider de many Diffeulties, ; 1 
Which attend the Exerciſe of Power and Auto. 
rity, the Abilities and Excellencies neceſſary to the ä 
right Diſcharge of it, or the Cares and Dangers, to | 
which it is almoſt Conſtüntiy expos d, it feems to | ng 
be the DiQate of common Humanity, in a more 18 


particular manner, to recommend Kings and Gover- 
nors to the Favour and Direction of Heaven, as 
alone able to give them an underſtanding Heart, to 
ſapport them with Honour upon the Throne, and 
to carry them on ſucceſsfully thro* the various 
Froubles and Anxieties of their Station. There 


attracts and captivates the Affections: To be rast 
above the reſt of the World, to Have every Thi ing 


ſare, is a tempting Proſpect to the Ambition of 


* 


Mankind; but little do we” confider, what” Cares 


* DN 


how hard it is in itſelf to govern wiſely, and at 

at the ſame Time, how uncertain, even with the 

greateſt Prudence and Conduct, to ſecure the Hearts 
how difficult to con 2 


tend with the Paſſions and Jealouſies, the Folly | 
and Wickedneſs of Men, to ſteel the Heart againſt ' 
Fraud and Flattery, to guard againſt the Attacks of 


Violence from without, againſt the Afﬀaults of 
Temptations 


3 


- 
$45 ». * 
** 1 
5 e 
. 
* 
- 


2 —. 8 KR OY Tracks 2 — 


war's 4 


VT 


ES — 


r ADD N . AA 4 


from within : In this critical Situation, 


their — Caution and Reſolution may poſſibly K 
. ſecure them for a Time, but the Enemies of their 
Peace will at laſt. find their Way to them: For 


Kings and Princes, are not only born with the 


ſame Paſſions, the fame: natural Infirmities as other 


Men, and ſollicited by the ſame vicious Propenſions 
and Inclinations, but are far beyond others ſubject 


to external Temptations, in far greater Danger of 


being overcome by them: The World attacks them 


with greater Advantages than other Men, they lie 


open to the Enticements of Pleaſure; every Thing 


around them miniſters. to Senſuality, Softneſs and+ 


Luxury, and by being ſet ſo. far above the reſt of 
their Fellow · Creatures: they are too often net 
to look upon themſelves. as of a Sup 


born to opprels. and tyrannize over thoſe, who. 


are equally Subjects and. Children of the ſame 
God, and are only made lower than them, and 
diſtinguiſh'd into ſeveral inferior. Claſſes, for the 
better regulating the Affairs of this lower World, 
for the common Intereſt and Happineſs, of Man- 


kind. Their Situation at the fame - time admits 


of none of thoſe Reſtraints, which to Men in lower. 
Life are the. great Security 
proof or Advice. thoſe ſeaſonable - Teſtimoni 


carry with them ſomething too. harſh and diſagree- 
able to Men of Power and Dignity; to hearken to 


theo, is to ed below themſelves, in ſome De- 5 


of their Virtue.. Re. 
8 of 
real and unaffected Friendſhip in a private Station, . 
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nitor within them, to thoſe ſilent Admonitions of 


Confeience;” which will ſometimes make” their 


eas which are continually di rawing off their 
Attention from the inward! checks of . their 
ts, and inflamed” by the conſtant Hurry 
"and Tumult of 'their Paſſions, they are Fer et 
wholly deaf to the Voice of God ſpeaking to thera - 
sand Laſhes of an angry Conſclence, 
or, if they are ſenfible of it; call in a succeffen of 
Buſineſs or Pleaſbres to calm the Fears within then,” 


- themſelves and the Danger of their 
nce this deprived of 

Guard from within, and having no Security 
5 | ir any outward” Check or Reſtraint, ſtand upon a 
5 very weak Foundation; in ſuch Cir 
| great Fear is there, that Paſſion and Appetite 
rule without Controul, and indulge themſelves in 
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over Kings and Princes; for Vice is never ſo 


fectious as in their Example ; this gives Reputation 
and Authority to it, renders it bold and inſolent, 
and makes it ſpread and diffuſe itſelf in every part 
of a Nation — 75 a boundleſs and uncontroulable 
Licence. It is therefore of great Conſequence to 


| the Commu 


every Viee, that .is at band te allure. them : And. 
2 be ſure, that the Enemy of Mankin 


watches all Opportunities to preſs Temptatioris 1 


for he very well knows, 


them with Advantage 


that the Intereſt of his Kingdom depends in an ex- 
traordinary Manner upon the Power which he has 


* 
E 


ity, 2 as well as a Duty we owe to! : 
to engage the Divine Providence to give them ſuch. 
extraordinary Meaſures and Supplies of his Grace,, 


as may - comfort, ſupport and guide them, and in 


the midit of 2 ſecure ee and 


irtue. "=o | | -4 
4 A ot" Nit 136, aaa: 
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"Mar - is . the _—_ View 4 in Which v we may 


* them as anding in need of our Prayers: 


In all Governments, however conducted wiſely and 
with an equal Hand, there will be (as there always. 


haye been) Men of a factious and ſeditious Spirit, 


who, either out of Envy or Ambition, or from 
Hopes of raiſing themſelves in a general Confuſion, 
will try every Method of obſtructing the public 
Happineſs, will do every thing in their Power, if 
not entirely to ſhake it off, at leaſt to make the Load 


e heavy and unealy as they can : * 
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Good-will to them, that we are commanded to 


in ie Protec therefore we ſhould 5 recommend 
them, as the only ſure Rock of Defence in 


Danger, the Strength of their A 
and een of their Happineſs. 


\ Norge his all; u 1 ot. only is Cie. — 


we owe to ourſelves, and we are wanting to 


our own Intereſts, if we neglect it. Our Happi- 


neſs and Proſperity are intimately united with theirs, 5 


and whatever Blefling falls upon them as the Effect 


of our Prayers, like the Sacred Oil, Which 


ed upon Aaron's Head, runs down to the very 
Skirts of their Garment, deſcends upon the loweſt 
of their Subjects, who all enjoy it in ſome degree; 
in the excellent Fruits and Effects of their Govern- 
ment. A King cannot be happy or unfortunate 


alone; it is with the political Body as with the Na- 


tural, i. the Head ſuffers, all the, Members ' ſuffer 
with it, if it thrives and flouriſhes, the Bleſſing de- 
ſcends upon the leaſt as well as the greateſt, all are 


Sharers in its Welfare and Happineſs: When there- 
fore we offer up our Prayers for Kings, we are 


praying for ourſelves; if we addreſs the Throne of 
Grace, that the King may be crowned with Ho- 


nour, We are at the ſame time begging the greateſt 
Blefling to ourſelves, for the Honour -and Reputa- 
tion of the Prince is the Glory of the People: If 


1 we Oreo the Divies ure: and Pro- 


"_ 8 


a 


ne 


I of Commons, Fre 1 1, 1742. 


tection, that He may live a* long Life, and that no. 
Enemy may approach to hurt Him, we are greatly 
concerned in the Succeſs of the Prayer, as we owe 
it to his Influence, that we can call any thing our 
own, that we have our Lives and our Liberties ſe- 
cured to us, that we are protected from Invaſions 
from abroad, or from inteſtine Factions at home, 
and what is ſtill more valuable, that we have theſe 


frequent Opportunities of appearing before God in 


che free and undiſti bed Exerciſe of dur Ren gin : 


would go before Him in the Paths 8 Piety awd 
Virtue, we pray indeed for His Happineſs, for the 
greateſt Bleſſing that can attend Him in this World, 
and for that which will make Him eternally Hap- 
py in another, but at the ſame time, what greater 
| Blefling can we aſk for ' ourſelves, or what can God 
| beſtow of more univerſal Benefit to any Nation or 
Kingdom. -A King ruling in the Fear of the 
Lord, as much diſtinguiſned by his Virtue as by his 
Station, by his own Example enforcing the Obliga- 
tion of good and wholſome Laws, by his Rewards 
and Favours exalting Perſons of Piety and Virtue, 
and by the Terror of his Arm diſcouraging the 
Wicked and Licentious, as the worſt and moſt dan- 
gerous Enemies to his Government, ſuch a one 
ſpreads a happy Influence to all around Him, ſets 
the Faſhion to all his Subjects, makes Virtue revive 
and flouriſh, and thereby forms his People into the 
proper Tempe and Diſpoſition for receiving the 
B 2 . peculiar 


"18 0 N proach before The + +. 


ar Bleflings of the Divine Providence. ---- With. 
giert Reaſon therefore might the Apoſtle enforce: 
this Duty of Praying for Kings, Praying for their 
Welfare and Happineſs, their Advancement in Vir- 
tue and Piety, fince their Happineſs und Proſperity, 
their Love of | Virtue and "Encouragement of true 
Relighon, are publick Balings ws the whole Com- 


_— ieee 
LS them , To that they may be enabled and qualified to be 

; | . publick Bleſtings, it will be ſtill more fo, WIRE 
are thus qualified, to make them the Subje 
fancere/ / rd keares — For if elbe t. 
to hem that we live happy in Society, that we are 
net in continua Fears and Apprehenſions of the 
Fraud and Violence ef others, that we fit dowyr 
every Man under Mis own Vine and his own Fig-- 
Tree, and that there is none to make us afraid, we 
are ſure ungrateful to God, by whom Kings reign, 
if we do not offer up to him the Tribute of Praiſe 
and Thankiſgiving for the many Bleſſings, egg 
ha (hatin rr we we derive Toh See e 


But there is All ene Waden more Kb a rity : 
which the Apoſtle in my Text particularly infiſts 
upon as a ſpecial Motive to the Exereiſe of it, That i 
ba may rn * a fans 
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* has} is one = the great Ends od Moe of 
Government, ſo nothing is more likely to ſecure. it 
to us, than our united Deyotions to Ged in favour of 
Kin ngs. We do not only thereby engage the 2 
Providence fo to diſpoſe their Hearts, as in the moſt 
effectual Manner to W the Peace and Quiet of 
their People, but are employed in ſuch Acts of Duty 
as are of themſelves naturally produttive of thoſe 
Bleſſings... By theſe Expreſſions of our Love and 
Reverence to Kings, 7 by our ſincere and un- 
feigned Addreſſes to God for them, we give the 
ſtrongeſt Demonſtration-of our Loyalty, and in the 
Evers ſhew ourſelyes better and more faithful Sub-- 
jects, than if we were always bending the Knee at 
the Throne, and making the moſt extravagant Offers 
of a flavith Submiſſion: Thoſe outward: Forms of 
Ceremony and Compliment may be common: to the 
Traitor and to the good Subject, but our Addrefles 
to a higher Throne, to the King of Kings, the 
Sovereign of all the Earth, plainly ſhew, that we are 
in Earneſt, that our holy Wiſhes and Vows: are not 
the formal Strains of a forced Complaiſance, but 
the natural and ſincere Breathings of a devout nod: 
grateful Heart, ſenſible of the Bleſſings. we enjoy, 
and defirous of returning the proper Duties of 
Thankfulneſs and Subjection to the Fountain from 
whence they flow. A good King will oonſider theſe 
as the beſt Expreſſions of the warmeſt and trueſt 


Affection, and will therefore in return for ſuch In- 5 


-_- 
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— er of Duty go on to make his People hy 
and exert himſelf in „ to them the n 


of Fey and * 242 


To which End let it be further conſider'd, that 
our Pray ers and Devotions are naturally inftrimen- 
tal in maintaining that proper Temper and Diſ- 


poſition, which is the beſt Foundation of our own 
Quiet and Happineſs. The Spirit of Prayer is itſelf 
' meek and ſubmiſſive, an Employment of thoſe. 
milder Graces and Affections, which delight in 
viewing the ſerene undiſturb'd Face of Things, 


and dwell not in the Hurry and Tumult of Faction 
and publick Diſcontent. It will of itſelf therefore 
make the Duties of Love and Reverence habitual 


to us, and engage us upon the only true Principles, 


thoſe of Conſcience and Religion, to ſerve our 


King and our Country with the moſt diſintereſted - 


Kana rad hs bro onerr 2: Prdriity. 


Add to this wt the Man, hs offers up ſin- 
cere and hearty Prayers for the King, cannot be 
ſuppos d to comply with any Temptation to di- 
ſturb his Government. As he will be of a quiet 
and peaceable Diſpoſitition himſelf, he will do 
what he can to promote the ſame Temper in 
others, he will not content himſelf with acting in 
His own Sphere, as a good and a faithful Subject, 
he will make all around him, to whom his In- 
fluence reaches, in their ſeveral Places and Stations 
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more zealous for the true Intereſt of the King- 

dom. 
I have now done with the Text, and endeavour'd 
to enforce the Duty laid down by the Apoſtle by 
ſeveral Arguments and Motives. All that remains is 
to draw a ſhort Reflection or two from what has 
been faid by Way of Application to | ES. and 
to this Day's Solemnity. | 


When the Apoſtle gave this Exhortation to the 
firſt Chriſtians, they were under the oppreſſive Ty- 
ranny of Nero, as wicked a Prince as ever fat on a 
Throne, and were ſo far from being ſenſible of the 
common Bleflings of Government, that they were 
harraſſed by the moſt cruel Perſecutions ; to them 
therefore it enjoin'd a hard Duty, for however they 
might think it their own Intereſt to addreſs God to 
make him better, and to call him back to a Senſe 
of Virtue and Religion, they could not well pre- 
vail upon themſelves to thank God for that which 
was the greateſt Misfortune and Affliction that could 

befall them. But Thanks be to God, our Caſe is 
widely different, we live under the milder Influence 

a Chriſtian Government, free from the galling 

ins of Arbitrary Power and Lawleſs Tyranny, 
the happy Subjects of a King in the ſame Intereſts, 
and of the fame Religion with his People, under 
| whoſe Protection we are ſecur'd in the quiet and 
peaceable Enjoyment of all our Civil Rights and 
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Liberties, "and | in the free Exerciſe” of the beſt Re- 
ligion in the World : A King, who aſcended the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, full of the fame Zeal 


and Affection for the Happineſs of HisPeople, which 


endear'd his Royal Father to us, and will ever 
make the Memory of his Name live and flouriſh in 


Honour amongſt us.---His preſent Majeſty begun + 


his Reign by giving us early Aſſurances of his Royal 
Care and Protection: In his firſt Declaration to his 


5 Parliament, He told them, that our Religion, our 


Laws, and Liberties were moſt dear to Him, That 


it ſhould be His firſt and chiefeſt Care to preſerve 
the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, as He found it 


happily eſtabliſh'd, invidlable in all its Parts : And 
may we not appeal even to His Enemies (if any 
ſuch there are under His mild and legal Government) 
to determine for us, how ſteady and - conſtant He 


has been in fulfilling theſe Engagements : Sure Lam, 
we may with Juſtice appeal to you, the Repreſen- | 


tatives and Guardians of the People, who, with fo 


much Chearfulnefs and Vigour, have ſecanded the 
Royal Cares; and in your publick Reſolutions have 
ſhewn to all the World, that you are ready at the 
Hazard of every Thing that is dear 10 you, to 
give His Majeſty ſuch Advice, Support and Aſſiſtance, 

ecomes_dutiful and faithful Subjects, and ſhall 


be moſt conducive to the Honour and true Intereſts 
of his Crown and Kingdom. What Bleſſings may 


we not expect from a Government, thus united in 


the fame Views ?. What great Reaſon have we in 
Gratitude” 
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Gratitude to Him, whom God has made the bleſſed | 
Inſtrument of conveying them to us, to join in 
and ſincere Prayers for His Safety and Happi- 
neſs, and in Gratitude to God to offer up to Him 

But Secondly, If it is our Duty to pray for Kings, 

it is n natural Conſequence of that Duty, without 
which our Prayers will be of little Service, to join © 
our on hearty Endeavours for the Support of that 
which, as it is the Foundation of all our Hopes, is 
the Subject of our Prayers and Thankſgivings. To 
pray for the King, and to thank God for the 
Bleſſings which we enjoy by his Providence, is groſs 
Hypocriſy and Profaneneſs, if at the ſame time we 
foment Diviſions amongſt ourſelves, weaken the 
Hands of the Government, or by any Method 
whatſoever prevent the Execution of ſuch Laws as 
are defign'd to ſecure our Happineſs to us. It is 
far more becoming the good Chriſtian, and the good 
Subject, each in his proper Station, to join in mak- 
ing the Bleflings we enjoy as laſting, and as diffu- 
ſive as he can, not only by Acts of ſteady Affection 
and Loyalty, not only by a willing Sacrifice of all 
his private Jealouſies and Contentions to the pub- 
lick Safety and Honour of the Government, but 
by making it the common Concern: to advance thẽ 
true Intereſts of Virtue and Religion, the only 
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cumſtances of the World, to call upon every true 
Lover of Himſelf and his Country, to give theſe 


Siek and wndoubred Teſtimenies of his Duty 


and Aﬀetion, WHY our Artis are engaged in 
carrying Terror to our Enemies abroad; and we 
e therefore epd eee ere wee 
Wa, it can never be ; ne: 
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loweſt, that it is tlie Part of every good Subject to 
maintain a Spirit of Union and Concord, as the 
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| With this Spark thikefore may we "ever cut 
the ſolemin Returns of this Day, and with united 
Hearts and Voices adirefs ourſelves to Thee, O 
Almighty God, who ruleft over all the Kingdoms 
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in Thy great Goode th to 8 
our Sovereign fo? the publick Happineſs: _ 
Wiſdom be His Guide, ant let Fhine Arm ſtrength- 
en: Him, let Him W in the Hearts and Affections 
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Thou art pleas d to crown Him with Glory and | 
0 Immortality i in Heaven, may there never be want- 
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